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new friends the Mahratta horsemen. Rajah Sahib still had
a force of nearly 5,000 men, including 300 French, so that he
outnumbered his pursuers by more than four to one. But
Clive did not hesitate a moment when he came upon the heels
of his enemy at a place called Arni. His own men were
flushed with victory, and attacked with such irresistible on-
slaught that they broke up the army opposed to them and
threw it into the utmost disorder. The Mahratta horsemen
swept round their flanks, and charged into the panic-striken
masses, so that Rajah Sahib was driven from the field with the
loss of all his guns.

Clive then returned to Fort St. David, where he was received
as a conquering hero. But the laurels were not to rest quietly
on his brows, for news soon came that Raja Sahib had gathered
together his scattered forces, and, with large reinforcements, was
devastating the country belonging to the East India Company
around Fort St. George. Clive set out in hot pursuit, and,
coming up with the enemy at a place called Kaveripak, gave
battle in the moonlight. The fighting was desperate on both
sides, but Clive managed to drive a wedge of men between
the enemy's forces and to send his cavalry upon their flanks.
They then became panic-stricken and took to flight, leaving
a large number of prisoners and guns Jn the hands of the
victors.

Upon Clive's return to Fort St. David he passed the monu-
ment which Dupleix had put up to his own glory. Somewhat
ruthlessly the great rival of the French schemes of power in
India blew the column to the ground, as a sign of the over-
throw of French influence.

This done, he proceeded to Trichinopoly, which was again
besieged by the French and their allies. Here, however,
he was only second in command, as Major Stringer Lawrence
had returned from furlough in England, and, being dive's
superior officer, asserted his right as Commander-in-Chief.
It says a good deal for Clive's good sense and loyalty that,
although he had secured such distinguished victories, he placed